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TABLE 60

Federal obligations for research performed at universities and colleges in engineering, by selected agency and detailed field: FY 
2020
(Dollars in thousands)

Agency Total
Aeronautical 
engineering

Astronautical 
engineering

Chemical 
engineering

Civil 
engineering

Electrical 
engineering

Mechanical 
engineering

Metallurgy 
and 

materials 
engineering

Other 
engineering

All agencies 
surveyed 3,377,909.6 123,050.8 14,567.6 228,631.9 9,796.7 242,088.6 99,032.7 264,222.2 2,396,519.1

Departments
Department of 
Agriculture 94,688.3 0.0 0.0 65.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 94,623.3

Agricultural 
Research 
Service

1,268.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1,268.4

Forest Service 1,522.0 0.0 0.0 65.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1,457.0
National 
Institute of 
Food and 
Agriculture

91,897.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 91,897.8

Department of 
Defense 620,464.2 95,079.3 8,006.0 11,524.7 4,019.9 107,412.0 21,372.8 71,679.4 301,370.0

Defense 
Advanced 
Research 
Projects 
Agency

73,401.5 10,401.1 115.1 991.2 0.0 12,781.8 0.0 4,372.5 44,739.7

Department of 
the Air Force 285,261.3 57,260.6 7,021.5 5,838.4 0.0 38,387.5 5,101.9 6,428.9 165,222.5

Department of 
the Army 16,507.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5,664.6 5,137.8 5,705.5 0.0

Department of 
the Navy 203,477.7 23,088.3 0.0 730.9 0.0 39,115.8 2,986.7 48,599.9 88,956.1

Other defense 
agencies 41,815.9 4,329.3 869.4 3,964.3 4,019.9 11,462.2 8,146.4 6,572.7 2,451.7

Department of 
Energy 532,700.7 0.0 0.0 140,110.8 1,001.7 13,593.8 9,507.0 14,616.5 353,870.9

Advanced 
Research 
Projects 
Agency— 
Energy

44,852.1 0.0 0.0 16,503.0 0.0 4,301.3 9,507.0 14,516.5 24.4

Electricity 
Delivery and 
Energy 
Reliability

9,292.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9,292.5 0.0 0.0 0.0

Energy 
Efficiency and 
Renewable 
Energy

310,154.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 310,154.7

Fossil Energy 124,609.5 0.0 0.0 123,607.8 1,001.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
National 
Nuclear 
Security 
Administration

275.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 175.0

Defense 
Programs 275.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 175.0

Nuclear Energy 43,516.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 43,516.8
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TABLE 60

Federal obligations for research performed at universities and colleges in engineering, by selected agency and detailed field: FY 
2020
(Dollars in thousands)

Agency Total
Aeronautical 
engineering

Astronautical 
engineering

Chemical 
engineering

Civil 
engineering

Electrical 
engineering

Mechanical 
engineering

Metallurgy 
and 

materials 
engineering

Other 
engineering

Department of 
Health and 
Human Services

1,110,154.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10,088.0 1,100,066.7

Agency for 
Healthcare 
Research and 
Quality

433.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 433.0

National 
Institutes of 
Health

1,109,721.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10,088.0 1,099,633.7

Department of 
Homeland 
Security

11,415.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11,415.5

Science and 
Technology 
Directorate

11,415.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11,415.5

Other agencies
National 
Aeronautics and 
Space 
Administration

79,973.9 27,971.5 6,561.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 45,440.7

National Science 
Foundation 928,512.4 0.0 0.0 76,931.4 4,775.1 121,082.8 68,152.9 167,838.4 489,732.0

Note(s):
Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Seven agencies are required to report data for this section of the survey: the Departments of 
Agriculture, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Homeland Security; the National Aeronautics and Space Administration; and the 
National Science Foundation. Research obligations of these seven agencies represented more than 97% of total federal research obligations to 
universities and colleges in FY 2020. Only those agencies and subdivisions that had obligations in variables represented by this table appear in the 
table. FYs 2020 obligations include additional funding provided by supplemental COVID-19 related appropriations (e.g., Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security [CARES] Act). See technical table A-2 for additional notes associated with the agencies listed in this table.

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for Research and Development, FYs 2020–21.
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